
 
 



 
Interstate Highway Act 
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On June 29, 1956, President Dwight Eisenhower signed the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956. 
The bill created a 41,000-mile “National System of Interstate and Defense Highways” that 
would, according to Eisenhower, eliminate unsafe roads, inefficient routes, traffic jams and all of 
the other things that got in the way of “speedy, safe transcontinental travel.” At the same time, 
highway advocates argued, “in case of atomic attack on our key cities, the road net [would] 
permit quick evacuation of target areas.” For all of these reasons, the 1956 law declared that the 
construction of an elaborate expressway system was “essential to the national interest.” 
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/interstate-highway-system  
 
Fun Fact: By the time it was finished, the cost to build all the roads was $121 billion! 
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Walter Girardin à A GI’s Reflection 
 
When I got discharged and sent home from Europe at 
the end of the war, they flew me down to Burbank, 
where my family was.  My wife met me at the airport.  
She was beautiful, as usual.  I just didn’t want to let go 
of her.  And that was the first time I’d seen our 
daughter since she was a little over a year old, and 
there she was, almost four.  My wife told me that 
during the war, whenever my daughter saw a photo or 
a film of a man in uniform, she would say, “There’s 
Daddy.”  Coming home, it’s a joyous occasion.  You’re 
filled with tears, but you’re so happy. 
 
In southern California at that time, things were 
booming.  Jobs were plentiful, and salaries were 
better than they were in other parts of the country.  It 
seemed to me that everything was moving more 
rapidly than it had been before I left.  Cities were 
growing, big highways were popping up everywhere – 
even the cars seemed faster.  It felt excited by it…” 


